A new genus and species of Thripidae, Desertathrips chuquiraga, is described from Mendoza, Argentina, from the flowers of the endemic plant Chuquiraga erinacea (Asteraceae). Similar to Anaphothrips species in lacking any long pronotal setae, this species is one of a small group of Neotropical Thripinae in which males have a glandular opening between the second and third abdominal sternites. A check-list is included of 120 Thysanoptera species in 69 genera recorded from Argentina.
Introduction
The biological diversity of the Thysanoptera fauna of Argentina is scarcely known, mainly because of the limited amount of specialist field studies and collecting efforts. A full review of the available information concerning the thrips fauna of this country was provided by Prof. Luis De Santis and his co-workers (De Santis et al., 1980) . That review made reference to about 108 Thysanoptera species in Argentina, and since then scarcely 10 additional species have been recorded or described from this country (De Santis, 1995; De Santis, 1998; de Borbón et al., 1999; Mound & Zapater, 2003; Berzosa & Maroto, 2003; de Borbón 2004; La Rosa et al., 2004; de Borbón, 2005; Berzosa, 2006; Zamar & Neder de Roman, 2006; Mound & Pereyra, 2008) . In contrast, the recorded thrips fauna of Australia increased from 400 to 700 species in 30 years (Mound & Tree, 2007) . Even allowing for the fact that the land area of Australia is rather more than twice that of Argentina, there seems a strong possibility that the real thrips fauna of Argentina will eventually prove to be considerably greater than the 120 species currently recorded (Table 1) .
De Santis et al. (1980) refer to a total of 24 genera of Thripidae from Argentina, but to these de Borbón (2004, 2005) has added Kurtomathrips and Hydatothrips, and some species of Chirothrips are now placed in Arorathrips. The genera and species recorded from Argentina are listed in Table I , using the currently accepted classification (Mound, 2008) . Further studies are necessary to clarify the real number of thrips species for Argentina. Those would need to include a full examination of the extensive Thysanoptera collection at the Museum of La Plata.
The purpose of this contribution is to describe a new genus and species of Thripidae-Thripinae that is presumably endemic to southern South America. This thrips has been found in good numbers at two localities of Mendoza province, but only on flowers of Chuquiraga erinacea Don (Figures 1-2 ). Larvae were found together with both sexes of the thrips, indicating that this species of Asteraceae is the true host. This bushy species is widespread from Jujuy to north of Patagonia in Argentina, and the genus includes about 40 xeromorphic species found only between the Andes and Patagonia (Correa, 1971) . Mendoza is located in the cen-tral western part of Argentina (Figure 3 ). This is an arid region of the country that borders with Chile through the cordillera of Los Andes and with Patagonia to the south. 
Material and methods
The host-plant flowers were shaken over a plastic white plate and, using a small brush, the thrips were collected into a mixture of 10% alcohol, 5% acetic acid, and 0.1% Triton X-100 (J.S. Bhatti, personal communication). The thrips were macerated in 5% NaOH solution to remove the body contents, and dehydrated progressively through a series of alcohols and fully cleared in clove oil before being mounted into Canada bal-sam (Mound and Marullo 1996) . Desertathrips gen. n.
Type-species Desertathrips chuquiraga sp.n.
Thripidae-Thripinae with females and males macropterous or micropterous. Antennae 9-segmented (Fig. 4) , sense cones on III and IV forked, IV-VI with few microtrichia. Head with three pairs of ocellar setae (Fig.  5) , pair III lateral to ocellar triangle; compound eyes with 6 pigmented facets; mouth cone long, extending between fore coxae; maxillary palps slender, 3-segmented. Pronotum with no long setae, dorsal surface with closely spaced transverse striae (Fig. 6) ; prosternal ferna weak and not fused medially. Mesonotum transversely reticulate, with three pairs of setae, median pair not close to posterior margin (Fig. 7) . Metanotum irregularly reticulate, median setae near anterior margin; campaniform sensilla absent (Fig. 8) . Mesothoracic furcal spinula absent or very weakly developed, metathoracic furca without spinula. Tarsi 2-segmented. Forewing curving forward slightly at apex, first and second veins with setal rows irregular; scale with five veinal setae and one discal seta; fringe cilia wavy (Fig. 9 ). Abdominal tergites with complete transverse sculpture and with smooth narrow craspedum on posterior margin, campaniform sensilla close to posterior margin; two pairs of tergal setae almost equal in size, median pair variable with distance between their bases about 1.0 to 1.5 times their length (Fig. 10) ; tergite VIII with posteromarginal comb of long fine microtrichia, laterally with toothed craspedum (Fig. 11) ; tergite X with longitudinal split dorsally (Fig. 12) . Sternites without marginal craspedum, III-VII with three pairs of posteromarginal setae and transverse row of discal setae (Fig. 13) ; sternite II with two pairs of posteromarginal setae, and one or two discal setae. Males with glandular pore opening between sternites II and III (Fig. 14) ; tergite IX with two pairs of stout setae (Fig. 15) .
Relationships. The type species of this genus appears to be near to Pseudothrips similis De Santis because of the 9-segmented antenna and presence of sternal discal setae. P. similis should possibly be included in this new genus, but the only known specimen is in poor condition such that it is not possible to see if the sensoria on antennal segments III and IV are simple or forked. Moreover, the forewings of P. similis have two continuous rows of setae on the forewings, and the inner posteroangular setae are longer than in the new species. Baileyothrips is similar in many character states to Desertathrips, but has four or five pairs of sternal marginal setae. Anaphothrips species resemble Desertathrips in lacking long setae on the pronotum. However, Anaphothrips species do not have a craspedum on the abdominal tergites, and males have a porous glandular area medially on the sternites (Nakahara, 1995) . The glandular opening between the second and third abdominal sternites in this new species is a character known in only a few genera, mainly from the Neotropics, including Ameranathrips, Apterothrips, Baileyothrips, Charassothrips, Enneothrips, Pseudothrips, Psydrothrips and Xerothrips (Mound & Marullo, 1996) , but none of these have the combination of character states found in this new genus (Table 2) . Desertathrips chuquiraga sp. n.
Female macroptera: Body colour yellow; head brownish yellow, ocelli apparently lacking pigments, mouth cone brown; antennal segment I pale yellow, II yellow, III-V brownish yellow, darker at apex, VI-IX brown; abdomen pale yellow; forewings yellowish. Head with two pairs of postocular setae behind ocelli, two pairs laterally near cheeks; occipital region transversely striate. Antennal segment III with forked sensorium dorsolaterally, but inner branch weak giving appearance of a simple sense cone; segment IV with forked sensorium ventrally. Forewing first vein usually with a group of about five setae at base, then 6 to 12 setae irregularly spaced; second vein with five to eight setae irregularly spaced. Abdominal tergites I-VIII with transverse lines of sculpture, posteromarginal craspedum smooth and not lobed; comb on tergite VIII with closely spaced, long fine microtrichia replaced laterally with toothed craspedum. Sternites with about eight discal setae in irregular transverse row; sternite II with one or two discal setae. (18); VI 32 (15); VII 10 (10); VIII 7 (7); IX 13 (5). Pronotum, length 120; width 171; median posteromarginal setae 12. Forewing length 500. Metanotal setae length; median pair 17; lateral pair 22. Tergite VI setae B1 24; tergite VIII setae B1 29; comb teeth 17; tergite IX setae B1 78, setae B2 71.
Male macroptera and microptera. Similar to female in color and structure but smaller, microptera with wing lobe length about 0.4 of thorax width; glandular pore opening present between sternites II and III; tergite VIII with a complete posteromarginal comb; tergite IX with two pairs of stout brown thorn-like setae Measurements (paratype male microptera in microns Paratypes will be deposited in the Museo de La Plata, also in the Laboratorio de Fitovirología de la Estación Experimental Agropecuaria, Mendoza INTA, and in the Natural History Museum, London, the Senckenberg Museum, Frankfurt, and the Australian National Insect Collection, CSIRO, Canberra.
Comments. A total of 62 adults were mounted onto slides. Fifty seven were female macropterae, two female micropterae, two male micropterae and one male macroptera. This suggests that female macropterae are more numerous than female micropterae and males, but it would be necessary to examine larger samples to estimate properly the correct ratios between the sexes and macropterae/micropterae, and whether these vary with locality and season.
